ri/'LTIPLS  SIGHTEIG 


10.  BRIEF  SUMMARY  OF  SIGHTING 


gJECT  10073  RECORD  CARD 


1.  DATE 

23  Sep  6o 

2.  LOCATION 

Grand  Junction, 

Colorado 

3.  OATE'TIME  CROUP 
Laeal 

CMT  .29/05212 

4,  TYPE  OF  OBSERVATION 

^ Ground- Vi  suat  G Grauncf- Ra<fat 

^ O Al,.ln1«rt>pl  Radar 

5.  PHOTOS 

□ Y»s 
19  No 

1 B.  SOURCE 

Civilian 

7.  LENGTH  OF  OBSERVATION 

S.  NUMBER  OF  OBJECTS 

9.  COURSE 

40  min 

one 

sv 

13.  CONCLUSIONS 

O Wot  BoUeon 
O Probobty  Bolloon 
O Possibly  BoMoon 

□ Worn  Ahcraft 

□ P ro  babty  AirCroU 

□ Possibly  Atrcroft 

□ Was  Aitronomicol 

□ Probobly  A sf ron*omi col 
O Possibly  Astronomlcol 

q n.h-Jecip  Inversion  * 

□ InsuHiclonI  Dato  for  Evaluation 
G Unl^rvown 


; 


A squaLTO  light  In  a round  circle,  moving  in 
a straight  line,  flashing  red,  green  and  white 
light.  The  altitude  of  the  object  was  estimated 
to  be  37  i/2  niles  using  an  inclinoiaster.  Re- 
ported Gtat  ionary  for  20  nln,  then  moved  SW  for 


i'JSP  ■ 


a 


i J 


CTa  M u sT  ^ 


t»A  A / ^ 


II.  comments 

The  sighting  gives  all  indication  of 
being  due  to  atmospheric  refraction. 


t? 


; 


t I 

/ VI  ^ J 


t 


I 
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AT1C  FORM  Sr»  (RRV  I«  SFP  SI) 
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6*  Iho  slghtlJ3g  which  occnrrod  in  Colorado  on  29  Soptaisber  I960  glvea 
all  indication  oT  being  das  to  atnoapherlc  reXractlon*  AIIC  haa  taken 
action  to  obtain  the  weather  data  for  the  area  on  tha  date  of  the 
e4:ating<  A coisplete  analjraia  will  bo  occaaplianed  when  AXlC  receives 
thle  .idulticnal  data* 

FOa  IKK  C'iHMAMnKHt 


F.  'MCT 


c;.  NONE 
H.  f;ONE 

•V 

It  i!ONE 

PART  2:  DIoCRIPTION  OF  COURSE  OF  OBJECT.  i-IOVING  SOUTHWEST 
IN  A 3TRAGHT  LINE.  NO  OTHER  INFORMATION  GIVEN. 

PART  5:  MANNER  OF  OBSERVATION/ 

A,  GRAOUND  '/I3UAL. 

B,  SPOWER  TELESCOPE.  ANAUTO  LIGHT  UTILIZED  TO 
DETERMINE  HEIGHT  OF  OBJECT.  REPORTED  TO  BE  AT 
37  AND  ONE  SLANT  TWO  MILES. 


C.  N/A 

PART  a:  TIME  AND  DATE  OF  SIGHTING: 

A.  05212  29AVP  63 

B.  NIGHT 


PART  5;  LOCATION  OF  OBSERVERS;  GRAND  JUNCTION,  COLO. 

PART  6,  IDENTIFYING  INFORMATION  OF  OBSERVERS:  CIVILIANS. 
FIRST  OBSERVED  BY  1 INDIVIDUAL  AND  THE'3  A GROUP. 

TOTAL  UNKOUN.  NAMES  AND  OTHER  PERTINENT  DATA  ON 
OBSERVERS  IS  NOT  KNOWN. 

PART  U.  FOLLOWING  INFORMATICS  RECEIV  FROM  NORAD/COC 
WEATHER  FCRCASTER;  WEATER  AMD  WINDS -ALOFT  CONDITIONS 
AT  TIME  AND  PLACE  OF  SIGHING. 

A.  NOT  GIVEN 


B.  SURFACE  : 3E  AT  7 KNOTS  6,  iS2  523  DEGREES  3 KNOTS; 


: ,23^ 


► ft 


1/  * c — 


IS 


^ > * 
/ '*  ' 


>*  "V  ^ 

i * * J 


23  KNOTS:  23,3  33  DEGREES  19  KKOT3:  53,'2.i*3 

232  DEGREES  29  KNOTS:  5 , S.  ' 5-3  DEGREES  A7  Kr'OTS: 


NOT  AVAILABLE. 


C 


A ’ I 

. ■ I > * 


ii 
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f 


D 


4^ 


I ^ 


D.  15  MILES  PLUS. 

3.  1/A  CLOUD  COVER. 


0CCA33INAL  LIGHTMG 


IN  DISTANT  NORTHWEST 


f ^ 


1 * 


C7CJ'^t72^2CWYA353 


m RJEDi^ 


DE  RJWFAL  528 

R 5Q25  592  2Zy. 


received 

3 Oc;  BO  I f ^ 


FM  COf^.DR  ADC  ENT  AFB  COL 
TO  RJIDiO/COMDR  ATIC  WPAFB  OHIO 
RJEZHO/OJAF  WA3HD  C 


P.JEZHC/C0F3  U3AF  WASH  D C 


ET 


X'o  :cr  I 11 


UNXLASSIFIED  ADOIfl  341333. 

FOR  3AFIS  OSAF,  AFCIN  COFS  U3AF,  NICI  CIN'CMGRAD.  SUBJECT: 
UMDEMTI FIED  FLYIflS  OBJECT  REPORT.  FOLLO’JIVC  li'i  IDENTI FIED 
FLYING  OBJECT  REPORT  RECEIVED  29  3EPTEMB=‘R  195J  BY  ADC  STAFF 
DUTY  OFFICER  VIA  FLIGHT  3ERVIDE,  DENVER,  TO  ARRC,  TO  BASE 
OPERATIONS  PETFRSOM  FIELD  AND  ULTIMATELY  ATO  ADC  STAFF  DUTY 
OFFICER  wHICH  ACCOUNTS  FOR  THE  LOARGE  AMOUNT  OF  REOUIRED 
INFORMATION  NOTBEING  FURNISHED.  REFERENCE  AFR  23 J -2  14 
SEPTEMBER  1963.  THIS  MESSAGE  IN  12  PARTS: 


PART:  A.  A of'UARE  LIGHT  IN  A ROUND  CIRCLE. 


PACE  TWO  RjyFAL  32S 


C.  NOT  GIVEN. 

D.  ONE 


N/A 


FOit  hECORD: 


At  appi'oximately  10i*0,i0  Cctober  i96U,  a teiepbone  caii  «as  made  to  lr:e 
iiome  of  Grand  Junction,  Colorado  rei^ardin^  tne  made 

by  iiim,and  otners,  on  29  Sep  j.960,  and  tne  foli04in?  additional  infornatlon 
was  aqulred. 

Tne  object  was  first  seen  and  reported  from  Farmin^^ton,  New  Mexico  on  a 
oearini^  of  35  degrees.  It  was  axso  reported  to  be  seen  from  Eagie,  Colorado  on 
a bearing  of  approximately  225  degrees.  Mr^mUBHl  saw  tiie  object  on.  a bearing 
of  100  degrees.  tnen  made  a trian<^iation  and  said  tne  object  was 

estimated  to  be  over  Gunnison,  Colorado,  tie  also  stated  tuat  a B-52  was  refueling 
in  tne  luadwood  refueling  area,  and  when  tne  acfl  was  contacted  regarding  tne  object 
a reply  was  made  to  tne  effect  tnat  tne  object  couid  be  see.  After  tne  refueiir.g 
operation  was  completed  tne  acft  cnanged  course  and  flew  in  tne  direction  of  the 
object.  MriMpHIBiAstated  tnat  the  pilot  later  reported  to  the  Denver  control  tnat 
wnen  they  were  in  tne  area  of  tne  aleged  object,  n jfhLng  could  be  seen. 

Ine  object  was  describe  1 as  round,  fiasning  i‘ed,  green  widte  li  ;nt  witn  a 
small  square  in  tne  middle,  'Ihe  altitude  of  tne  object  was  estimated  to  be  37^ 
miles  using  an  Inclinometer.  Ir.e  object  was  reported  to  be  stationary  for  20  minutes 
tnen  it  moved  Soutnwest  for  15  aegrees.  Ine  object  was  visible  for  UO  minutes. 


OBSERVED* 

FART  £;  NOME. 
PART  9:  MCOMZ 
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PART  III  FIRST  LT  SIZEMORE,  ADC  STAFF  DUTY  OFFICER,  WKEM 
THIS  REPORT  WAS  ULTIf-lATELY  RECEIVED  AT  ADC. 

PART  !2:  NOME 
BT 


I2/23A5Z  SEP  RJWFAL 


DATA  PROCESSING  0! VISION 
CLIMATIC  CENTS-*;  USAF 
A.r  VV^jther  Ssr/ic^  i viAFS' 
A-.hcviile,  i'ijfih  C2rji:"ii 


RSPLY  ?0 

AT7K  OF:  CODPO/HCKH 

3U3JSCT;  Transmittal  of  Weathar  Recorda  25  Oct  I960 

TO:  ATICA/PAF3 


\Is  arc  inclosing  with  this  letter  photographic  copies  of  the  lV3AI^ 
Fora  31  (Adiabatic  Chart)  to  include  the  period  26  September  through 
30  September  from  Albuquerque,  New  Nexico,  and  Grand  Junction,  Colo- 
rado. This  transmittal  is  in  response  to  your  telephone  request  of 
20  October  I960. 


FOR  THE  DIRECTOR 


Captain,  USAF 
Admin i 3t  rat i ve 


Officer 


Atch 

Cys  vraAM  Fa  31  f/2  stns 


A7CrH-iiS2at 


..'?0  Sighting^  Crdxid  Junction,  Colorado  (29  3ep  1?60)  ][  g 


CAyor-3<l  (L/Col  lacker) 

1.  Cn  29  Sept«r.b«r  1?60  at  C$21Z  (2221  houra  on  23  Scptanber  1?60) 
imldentlfied  flTlng  objects  were  sighted  fron  FAA  stations  at  Grand 
Junction  and  Eagle,  Colorado  and  olao  froa  the  staticn  at  Famirgton, 
!.'aw  Mexico*  In  addition,  aany  people  in  the  general  area  reported 
seeing  unldantiTled  flying  objects* 

2.  The  object  viewed  frcn  Grand  Jtmctlon  was  described  as  a round, 
llashlng  red,  jpraen  and  white  light  and  reported  as  ^jorjerall/  sta- 
tlsnaxy*  The  object  was  in  sight  for  hO  olnutes* 

J*  The  witnessaa  at  Grand  Junctixi  and  Ksrailngtcn  used  a theodolite 
to  Tioasure  tne  angle  of  elevation  of  the  object  and  than  by  triangu- 
lation arrived  at  on  altitude  of  371  sillea  for  the  object. 

U*  AflC  obtained  weather  data  for  the  cate  of  the  sighting  fron  Air 
Weather  Service,  Asheville,  tjorth  0<irolina*  The  adiabatic  charts 
for  the  area  show  an  inversion  at  Cl^CS  on  the  data  of  the  sighting, 
ihe  AlTC  conclusion  is  that  effects  produced  by  this  inversion  were 
mspcnsiblo  for  the  U?0  sightings  in  this  area* 

The  stations  which  measured  the  anglo  of  elevation  of  the  object 
I/O  re  consistent  with  1$^;  however,  trlangulation  revealed  that  the 
object,  if  it  were  the  sarse  one,  would  have  been  further  fron  one 
station  than  the  other,  thus  a jecnetrla  Incona Latency*  If  the 
objects  viewed  were  due  to  toe  inversion,  then  the  apparent  angles 
would  have  been  approocinately  the  sane  frcn  any  location* 

6.  In  tne  instances  of  inversions  (tenperature  low  near  the  ground 
and  increasing  rather  rapidly  as  altitu^  increases)  light  rsys  , 
which  pass  through  this  layer  are  bent  toward  the  earth  anl  effec- 
tively the  distance  to  the  horlson  is  incrsased  fron  any  given  point* 
Mirages  which  result  I'rca  these  condlticns  are  soEstines  referred  to 
IS  ’*locning  airages**  because  'insteady  conditions  riay  cause  a distant 
ouject  to  s>iddenly  '*lo<in**  above  ohe  ooriaon. 

?•  .‘'ron  the  lirj.tad  InfonsatLon  available,  it  la  Inposslbls  for 
to  determine  what  specific  object  was  viewed  by  each  wiUieas; 


i 


howmr.  It  l3  concXvuied  that  tho  Invemlon  vas  rasponslble  for 
covsisan  objocta  being  i&lsldantlflad  and  nlatakea  as  to  thoir 

act'ial  locatioi. 

ran  T\Z  CCMMANDES: 


PHILIP  0.  SVA1I3 
Colonol,  U3AF 

Deputy  for  Science  and  Coraonents 
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